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suspensionsystem infrequently, if at all - out of sight, out of
min4 I guess.That is, until their bike startsto wallow like a pig in
the mud when they're in a corner, two-up, firlly loade{ and at
speed.That's when - believe you me - they start to think a lot
about replacing its suspension!Having had a squirrelly moment a
few years back - due to the poor condition of my front end's
internals, which I overhauledits soon as I got home - I immediately startedto considernew rear shockswhen the rear of my I 991
Electra Glide Classic started to wander and generally feel very
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"damp" during a recent trip to Vermont.
Once the decision was made to
upgrade,the next big questionwas which
shocks to buy? The stock air shocks
never made a very favorable impression
on me, so I didn't want to replace them
with more of the same.My bike is used
in extreme duty, as far as I am concerned
- heavy bike, heavy load, aggressive
riding, and a wide variety of road conditions - so what was Big Blue (my l99l
Glide) going to get for new suspenders?
I decided to go with a manufacturer who
would be able to make a set of shocks
built for my specific needs: Works
Performance. Since I have no plans to
sell this bike, I was ready to invest in a
set ofquality shocks.
Works Performance'sTracker Seriesis
custom built for virtually all HarleyDavidson models with an accenton good
looks and great performance.The choice
ofsingle- or dual-rate springs, adjustable
rates (ARS), and other options is determined by the overall length of the
shocks, rider and passengerweight, and
the specific application.
The Tracker series for street bikes
includes the machined aluminum Billet
Tracker, the Street Tracker, and the Steel
Tracker. These are high-pressure gas
shocks that feature a l-3l8" damping pistona a ll2" diameteq chromed, high-tensile-steel shaft; Works' exclusive valving
system; and powder-coated, chrome-silicon steel single- or dual-rate springs. The
Steel Tracker ($439), which is what I
installe4 features a 7075-T6 billet aluminum body with threaded spring preload
adjustment. Typically, Tracker series
shocks range in overall length (eyeto-eye)
from l0-l/2" to 15".
The accompanying photos show what
I did to install these shocks onto my
1991 Electra Glide Classic,which is typical for most Glide models.
www.Ametican I ronMagazln€.com
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don't get damaged.
When removingthe stock air shocks,be sureto storethem standingup
(vertically),so the oil doesn'tleak out.
Wheneveryou work on your bike, you should also be looking for other things
that needfixing, adjustment,or attention- especiallywith an older bike or one
that has seena bunch of miles. For example,Big Blue is 13 yearsold so it's not
real old, and has over 58,000miles on it, which isn't an especiallylargeamountof
mileage. However,it's enoughto break two critical bracketsthat hold the TourPak'smountinglluggagerack on, which I found while doing this shock swap.
Here'sa tip: Use a flashlight in darkenedareasto carefully check your bike
pieceby piece.The flashlight forcesyou to focus on a small area,namely,what
is in the beam of lisht. I
www.AmericanlronMagazine.com

