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This is what it's always been about, at least among authentic
bikeriders; tooling down the avenue on a motorcycle that only only
looks great and handles like a dream but one that has meaning to
the person rinding it. What others might consider just a bunch of
parts becomes a bike with soul once the owner and a trusted
friend put their hearts into its construction.
Get the story on Joe's bike and collaboration he formed with
John the Painter that resulted in the sweet ride pictured here. It's
right here, in this issue of IronWorks.
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A Mile a Minute
STEPHEN BERNER

Touched
am touched. This is not necessarily news
to the people that know me. I don’t know
if it is coming home from a long month
of travelling around from Daytona to California to Minnesota in less than 30 days,
but I am appreciating home more than
usual and feeling thankful.
Just recently I’ve seen first hand how
generous people of the V-Twin persuasion can be when it comes to reaching
out and touching someone they don’t really know, lending them a hand, a shoulder, a bit of advice. I can’t get specific
because people can’t be named, but suffice it to say I saw a friend really lean forward and help someone he didn’t know
(who just happened to be another friend
of mine,) so selflessly, honestly and completely–I was just proud to know both the
guy who had lent a hand as well as the
guy who needed help and sought it.
This is the good stuff of life and it
makes me happy and proud of both of
these characters. All the players involved
in this story are bikeriders and all people
involved recognized that the actual world
of dedicated V-Twin pilots is relatively
small and so, not surprisingly, once
name-dropping commenced all parties realized they knew the same set of characters. Small world, reach out and
touch someone, it makes a difference, and it helps.
Another thing that touched me
recently was the excellent turnout
at the Donnie Smith Show and
Chopper Class Challenge, held in
St. Paul, Minnesota. There is
something plain cool about adult
teacher/enthusiasts getting kids
involved in the V-Twin passion
early in their lives. I mean, what a
leg up these young folks will have,
getting a taste of this and being

I

ture of our chosen pleasure and we can’t
help but be proud. It was clear and evident; every single one of these teams did
a great job executing their vision. They all
learned valuable lessons and they had fun
doing it, and IronWorks magazine is proud
as hell to be involved.
Visiting Minnesota was brisk but my
friend and renowned illustrator/artist
Justin, taking pity, whisked me away to
Kevin Baas’s house for an evening sweat
lodge session in his small backyard workshop with 75+ of his biggest friends—
which kept the blood warm and the mind
entertained. Kevin is an interesting guy
who is doing some motivating things in
terms of using bikes to connect with and
engage young people. And from my vantage point, something seems to be working because all of the young folks I met
throughout the weekend were passionate,
knowledgeable and thankful—really on
point. I liked visiting Minnesnow-ta; next
time, though, it will be on two wheels
when the temps aren’t so…hmmm…small!

Other Business
Please notice we’ve added a new feature to IronWorks’ pages, the IronWorks
Eye. The Eye celebrates the V-Twin riding
experience, featuring one image per
issue captured by both well known as

well as up and coming photographic talents. A showcase of sorts, it is a place
we can celebrate the one thing we all
love—riding. I hope you like the idea.
Razor blade out these images from each
issue and frame ‘em!

Tech Sheets
Okay, I get it; people want tech sheets,
they want lists of parts. I don’t get much
mail from our shy subscribers, but when
you want something – you tend to peep
up. I’ve heard about this often enough to
do something about it. It will take a little
bit for us (me, really) to figure out how to
do it a better way, but we will. Suffice it to
say, I hear you, let me work on it.

Up and Coming
We’ve got some really solid bike features and builders teed up for future issues. Through some introductions and
travel, I met some really solid, talented
builders who are doing some notable
work. I am psyched to be working with
them to help tell their stories and show
their machines.
Stay tuned and stay on two wheels!
Stephen Berner
Steveb@steveb.biz

encouraged at such a young age.
Recognizing, in no specific order:
the Caledonia Build Team, Caledonia, MN, the New Richmond
High School Build Team, New
Richmond, WI, the Eden Jr./Sr.
High School, Eden, NY, and the
Mitchell Technical Institute,
Mitchell, SD. These are the fu-
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John and Joe.

Hot Potato to Sweet Tomato
An inherited project turns sour to sweet
Story and photos by Stephen Berner
oe, the owner of this fine machine, is
in his heart a Ducati and sport bike
devotee, a rider focused on handling
and performance. He previously owned a
“production custom chopper,” a big tire
bike that he enjoyed and rode for a year
or so and, like a lot of folks who get bit by
the long fork chopper bug, wanted to
change up into something a bit more performance and handling oriented. “The
BMC was a great looking bike, but every

J
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time I’d ride it, I would grind something
going around corners,” Joe says.
So, he purchased some promising components from a friend—specifically the
frame, engine, and transmission. That’s
how it started and bang, a short 2.5
years later, the bike was done. Yeah,
right.
Well, not really. It didn’t go so quick, it
wasn’t a straight line to getting it done,
and the ups and downs would have beat
most people down. Joe found a local
builder who started the project, ordered

some of the parts, and then proceeded
to stall the project for the better part of
a year. So he yanked the bike away from
the builder. For a while he collected
parts as he went along, really unable to
find someone who could take his vision,
the pile of good stuff he had amassed,
and figure out how to make it all work,
and work well.
Normally, this is not the way you’d want
to go about building your dream bike.
The chrome moly chassis was originally
from Pro Street Chassis Works, dating
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back to mid to late ‘90s. The Paioli front
end was ordered because Joe knew it
would make the bike handle well, being
fully adjustable.
The “oil tank” is actually a battery box,
holding battery, wires, and the smoke that
goes in them. Swingarm struts were built
in to the setup, as per the frame’s design.
But the struts were missing so new ones
were fabricated. An RSD exhaust (fitment
for a Softail) was tweaked and made to fit
this unusual application. The fender struts
came with the bike but needed to be massaged to look good.
The rear fender with the taillight hood
is another sweet piece, but it didn’t start
out that way. The taillights are actually
bagger lights. YSS shocks add a bit of
support out back—like I said, some quality parts were used.
Joe had made most of the hard parts
decisions himself. On a friend’s recom-

continued
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mendation, he brought the bike and all
the parts to John Asarisi, aka “John
The Painter.” Once Joe and John started
to strategize, the concept really took
shape. “I wanted something different but
also something you could actually ride,
not just eye candy,” says Joe. The bike
had finally found its rightful place in
John’s shop.
John the Painter, is a accomplished air
brush artist, custom painter, fabricator
and bike builder with over 20 years experience in his craft. He has a reputation for
being a meticulous guy with an eye for detail; just ask anyone who has seen one of
his “pin-up girl” paint jobs.
Now most sane guys who are in the
bike building biz would run for the hills
when they’d see someone coming with a
half finished project and a bunch of boxes
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with mismatched parts. But John wasted
no time sorting out the good, the bad, and
the ugly.
Nothing fit, nothing flowed, parts didn’t
line up and weren’t playing nice. It is one
thing to build a machine out of your head
with your ideas and parts, but it is another
thing entirely to willingly inherit a mess of
high quality parts such as this machine
and to take the job on—without having a
gun held to your head.
John took the boxes, pieces and parts
back to his shop and like magic, about 1.5
years later, the bike rolled out as what you
see here—done.
Both Joe and John had a clear vision
for what this bike should be. Joe wanted
something he could ride fast and handle
reasonably well for a long chassis bike.
John wanted the same and avoided the
usual route of installing a lot of chrome
and shiny bits. “We both agreed that the
bike should look more like a Superbike.
And the quality had to be very high, as if it
were a factory custom,” according to
John. They’d stick with black and aluminum machined finishes. The front fend-

er mounting system is a key piece that
makes the deal work up front. Sleeves
allow the fender to mount internally. John
Shilling from Goodson Manufacturing in
Ronkonkoma, New York, is the machinist
who is in John’s court and helps him figure out stuff like that, including a custom
made instrument cluster.
Every single piece and part—how
they fit and appeared, and all the details
attending to them—was figured out by
John. He took ownership of the machine
and it bent to his will. He molded a
fiberglass seat pan that fit the frame
perfectly. Christian Marsh of Xian
Leather built a gorgeous seat using the
design from one of Joe’s cars, a Ford
GT, as inspiration.
The handlebars are another piece that
John came up with that Goodson assisted
him with, a partnership in action. The
V-Rod headlight with custom bracketry
was John’s work. Powering this beast is a
mild (by today’s standards) 96” Ultima
motor paired up with a custom 6-speed
using a Harley transmission case, but
beefy enough. The 96 hp and 560 pounds

make for a fun, performance muscle bike
ride with just enough power to keep things
interesting. “You don’t need 130 horsepower when it only weighs 560 pounds,”
says John.
In the end the bike came out beautifully.
You’d have no idea of the time, expense,
drama and disappointments that were
handled to get ‘er done.
And one more thing: John and Joe
remain friends, a testament to how tasty
hot potatoes can turn out. IW

*RESOURCE

Paint By JTP
John The Painter
Coram, New York
631-704- 3577
www.paintbyjtp.com
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